Claim 2 (currently amended). The improved therapy of Claim 1 further comprising: 
adminiotration of an antibacterial ag e nt to oaid pregnant animal 

administering to said pregnant animal an antibact erial agent in an amount effective to inhibit 
infection in said pregnant animal . 

Claim 3 (currently amended). The improved therapy of Claim 1 further comprising: 
adminiotration of tocolytic agent to oaid pregnant animal 
administering to said pregnant animal a tocolyti c agent in an amount effective to inhibit uterine 
contractions in said pregnant animal . 



Claim 4 (original). The improved therapy of Claim 1 wherein said free radical scavenger is glutathione 
orNAC. 



Claim 5 (original). The improved therapy of Claim 1 wherein said free radical scavenger 
antioxidant. 



is an 



Claim 6 (withdrawn). 



Claim 7 (currently amended). An improved therapy for preventing inhibiting the occurrence of 
premature rupture of membranes in a pregnant animal comprising: 

administering tn said pregnant animal a free radical scavenger^ agent, or precursor thereto, that 
inducoo production of an ondogonouo inhibitor of reactive oxygen op c oi e o, nitric 
oxide, or the production thereof to oaid pregnant animal in an amount effective to 
inhibit said occurrence of premature rupture . 
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Claim 8 (currently amended). The improved therapy of Claim 7 wherein the agent is a precursor of a 
f,ee j u d i c al ncavongu . e l e cted from t h n group consisting of glutathione, or NAC , b car otene, vitami n C 
and vitamin E . 

Claim 9 (currently amended). The improved therapy of Claim 7 wherein the free radical scavenger agent 
nr» precursor thereto, is u uic ouroor of a fr ee i ddioal scavenger t hn t i s an antioxidant. 



Claim 10 (withdrawn). 



Claim 1 1 (withdrawn). 
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Claim 12 (currently amended). An improved therapy for improving the outcome of preterm deliveries of 

a pregnant animal comprising: 

administering tn said pregnant animal at least one ROS- reactive oxygen species inhibiting 
compound; or a precursor thereto , o i un indu ce r thorof t o t h o pregnant animal inan 
amnnnt effective to improve said outcome of preterm deliveries. 



13 (currently amended). The improved therapy of Claims 1, 7, or 12 wherein said animal is selected 
from a the group consisting of monkeys, cows, steej^chjdcgng^ 



14 (original). The improved therapy of Claims 1, 7, or 12 wherein said animal is mammal. 



15 (original). The improved therapy of Claims 1, 7, or 12 wherein said animal is a reptile. 
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16 (original). 

17 (original). 



The improved therapy of Claims 1, 7, or 12 wherein said animal is an amphibian. 
The improved therapy of Claims 1, 7, or 12 wherein said animal is human. 



i 



18 (currently amended). The improved therapy of Claims 1, 7, or 12 wherein said animal is a high risk 
patient selected from the group consisting of patients with a history of preterm labor, patients with 
preterm labor, cocaine users, preeclamptic patients and patients with PPROM preterm premature rupture 

of membranes. 



19 (cancelled). 



20 (withdrawn). 



21 (withdrawn). 



22 (withdrawn). 



